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Rallying for peace in San Diego earlier this year. 
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Jena: To end racism, 
we must end 
the system 



Thousands gathered in Jena, La., Sept. 20 to support the Jena 6. 
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In recent weeks, the eyes of the coun¬ 
try have been focused on Jena, 
Louisiana, and the overt racism that has 
reared its ugly head there. Tens of thou¬ 
sands of Americans have rallied in sup¬ 
port of the Jena 6. The whole affair puts 
a spotlight on the question of race in 
America, and how it has been used by 
this country’s ruling class as a political 
weapon. It also points to the opportunity 
that now exists to take that weapon away 
from our rulers as an important step to¬ 
ward building a just society. 

First, it’s important to understand that 
capitalism could not have been estab¬ 
lished in the US without racism. Indeed, 
racism as we know it today didn’t really 
exist in the world before capitalism. The 
concept of different “races” is a lie. 
Race is a political concept, not a scien¬ 
tific one, and racism was consciously 
developed by the capitalists as a politi¬ 
cal weapon for dividing the working 
class on the basis of skin color. Racism 
has functioned as a way to tie a section 
of workers to a country’s ruling class. In 
the US, racism has been used to make 
the white poor believe they had the same 
interests as the ruling class. It has served 
to keep them unclear as to who their 
real enemy is and keep them allied with 
the ruling class. 

This strategy has worked because the 
ruling class was able to back it up by 


granting economic and petty social priv¬ 
ileges to white workers. Poverty was 
painted as a problem of Blacks. In this 
way even many of the poorest whites, 
who had little reason to support the 
business class, could be tied to the 
system. 

What all of this means is that it is not 
possible to end racism without ending 
the capitalist system that produced it 
and relies on it. 

But politics has its roots in econom¬ 
ics, and fundamental economic changes 
beget profound political changes and 
opportunities. The computer and the ro¬ 
bot have given the corporations a way 
to produce with less and less labor, and 
capitalists won’t provide jobs or privi¬ 
leges for labor they don’t need, no mat¬ 
ter what color the worker. The 
technological change that is sweeping 
the world is making millions perma¬ 
nently unemployed and underemployed. 
It is creating a new class of dispossessed 
that includes people of every color. 

For the first time in American histo¬ 
ry, there is the possibility of uniting the 
poor around their common interests. 
None of the poor have a place or stake 
in capitalist society today. This class is 
growing as millions of white workers 
who once had good-paying jobs fall into 
it. This class is a potential threat to the 
system because the poor are forced to 


fight for a new society to survive. 

Today, America’s rulers are respond¬ 
ing to this threat by trying to paint the 
poor as the enemy — they are making 
war on the poor of every color: Black, 
immigrant and white. Recent examples 
include the legal lynchings in Jena, the 
terroristic immigration raids, and the 
concentration camp conditions of 
“FEMA-villes” on the Katrina-ravaged 
Gulf coast. 

We are all in grave danger if the poor 
remain isolated. We are all threatened 


with the rise of fascism as our rulers put 
an end to democracy to protect them¬ 
selves from the struggle of the mass of 
poor. We can also see the threat of world 
war looming. Thus the fight against 
racism today is not simply a struggle for 
equality, as important as that is. It is part 
and parcel of the fight for peace, for 
democracy and for an end to the ex¬ 
ploitation of all human beings. It is part 
of the fight for the survival of humanity. 
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WHY CANT GOVT. STOP THE WAR? 



COVER STORY 


The American people have spoken 
clearly time and time again. They want 
us to leave Iraq. Yet the war grinds on, 
not only against the will of the Ameri¬ 
can people, but also against the will of 
the people of the earth. Politicians elect¬ 
ed to stop the war end up voting ever 
more billions to continue the carnage. 
Why won’t they stop this war? 

Modern war is an instrument to en¬ 
force or achieve national policies. Mao 
Tse Dong summed it up as well as any¬ 
one with his statement that politics is 
war without guns; war is politics with 
guns. This means it is not possible to 
understand war without understanding 
its political base. The invasion of Iraq is 
an extension of politics that developed 
in the immediate post WWII period. 

Let us give a short synopsis. No mat¬ 
ter what the Roosevelt administration 
did, they could not bring the Great de¬ 
pression to an end. The escalating steps 
toward war after 1939 began to modern¬ 
ize the American industrial plant and 
ease unemployment. By the end of the 
war, the industrial plant had expanded 
four times. This industrial expansion 
was almost entirely connected to the 
war effort. 

An ever-closer relationship between 
the military and the industrial plant cre¬ 
ated what became known as the Mili¬ 
tary Industrial Complex. One was 
absolutely dependent on the other. The 
military demanded ever-increasing 
funds from the government to attain the 
postwar aim of world domination. That 
money then slid into industrial produc¬ 
tion, which kept the economy afloat. 

At the end of the war the nation slid 
into recession. The huge migration 
from the towns to the cities concentrat¬ 
ed workers as never before. This meant 
that the “safety net” of subsistence 
farming was gone. The average worker 
had few if any reserves. 

By the end of 1947 the situation was 
becoming very dangerous. The Korean 


War temporarily eased the situation. As 
it ground to a close, the “Cold War” had 
become intense enough to take up the 
economic slack. The die had been cast. 
The Military-Industrial Complex had 
become indispensable to the economy. 
Their product was arms and their only 
marketplace was war. 

Globalization intensified the rela¬ 
tionship. Suddenly scores of sometimes 
contradictory interests combined. This 
made the drive toward war even more 
objective and out of the control of indi¬ 
viduals. Was the drive toward the Iraqi 
war the work of one group? Not at all. 

First there was the overarching strate¬ 
gy of seizing the Caspian Basin and its 
oil in order to control the growth of 
China, India and Russia. Secondly, 


there was the need of the Military-In¬ 
dustrial Complex to use existing 
weapons and develop new ones. 

There was the drive of the powerful 
Zionist lobby to destroy growing, pow¬ 
erful enemies — Iraq and Iran. Power¬ 
ful financial forces wanted to force full 
capitalist-market relations by privatiz¬ 
ing everything and opening this vast 
tribal dominated area to investment. 

Politically powerful, conservative 
Christian forces (including elements of 
the military) wanted to again raise the 
battle cry of “Onward Christian sol¬ 
diers, marching as to war!” to take up 
where the Crusades left off. 

The new enterprise called “Contrac¬ 
tors” see Iraq as the great leap forward 
in privatizing war — this most prof¬ 


itable of all enterprises. Already there 
are more contractors under arms in Iraq 
than soldiers. There are other forces in 
this arena, but our point is that the com¬ 
bining of these forces makes war not 
only inevitable, but continuous. 

Fight for peace! It is the path to revo¬ 
lution. But fight intelligently. Know 
your enemy and that enemy is the merg¬ 
ing of corporations with all phases of 
government and the military. There is 
but one program today. Not the Repub¬ 
lican’s — not the Democrats, but the 
program of the growing class of dispos¬ 
sessed who demand that the hundreds 
of billions spent on war be spent on so¬ 
cial needs. That will happen when they 
have the political power to enforce it. 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 



March for justice and an end to poverty in Fresno, Calif. The credit crisis will push millions more into poverty 
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This column is a place for revolution¬ 
aries to debate why a cooperative 
society is a practical solution to the 
problems people are fighting out. We 
welcome your thoughts about the arti¬ 
cles we are running and we welcome 
your articles. You can view all articles 
at www.peoplestribune.org. E-mail 
info@peoplestribune.org or write: 
Peoples Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, 
Chicago, IT 60654. 

The credit crisis 
and the vision of 
a new America 

By Bob Lee 

The media has been careful to por¬ 
tray the “mortgage crisis”as something 
that concerns only “homeowners.” 
However, it has now evolved into a 
rapidly developing recession, or some¬ 
thing worse. In fact, the world’s central 
banks have been forced to intervene 
massively in various economies to prop 
up the financial institutions and guaran¬ 
tee that businesses can continue to bor¬ 
row money to operate. Faced with the 
beginnings of a run on the banks, the 
Bank of England had to go so far as to 
publicly declare it will prevent any bank 
in Britain from failing. 

This is not the beginning of another 
“Great Depression” because this time 
the capitalist system (the market econo¬ 
my) can’t be saved. Why? Because at 
the root of this crisis is the destruction 
of the market itself. 

The market is based on the buying 
and selling of labor power. The market 
is being destroyed because jobs are be¬ 
ing replaced with technology — which 
means that people are unable to buy the 
products of their labor. Because more 
people are competing for fewer jobs, 
wages are falling and poverty and 
homelessness is rising. And the number 
of people competing for jobs is even 
larger because globalization means a 
global labor pool. 

As one economist noted: ”US job 
growth has been confined to domestic 
services. The lack of job growth in high¬ 
er-productivity, higher-paid occupations 
associated with the American middle 
and upper middle classes will eventually 
kill the US consumer market.” 

Production has been replaced by 
speculation. It was this speculation that 
accounted for growth of the ’’suprime” 
mortgage market. These mortgages 
were packaged as securities and sold to 
speculators who were eager to gamble 
on anything that might turn a profit, be¬ 


cause there is little if any profit left in 
investing in goods-producing industries. 

The result of replacing people with 
robots and computers under capitalism 
is not simply more unemployment, but 
the creation and steady growth of a new 
class of permanently unemployed and 
under-employed workers who no longer 
have a place in the capitalist system. 
The homeless are the most visible ex¬ 
pression of this new class. But, people 
from all walks of life are being drawn 
into the fray. Even the so-called ’’middle 
class 46 in America is not immune to be¬ 
ing driven into the ranks of this new 
class, as white collar and unionized blue 
collar workers are more and more los¬ 
ing their jobs and/or suffering pay and 
benefit cuts. 

To survive, this new class of dispos¬ 
sessed are compelled to fight for a new 
society where the necessaries of life are 
distributed according to need, not abili¬ 
ty to pay. 

At the opposite end of society is a 
new class of billionaires. The richest 1 
percent of adults owned 40 percent of 
global assets in 2000, while the bottom 
half of the world’s adult population 
owned barely 1 percent of global 
wealth. And yet we have the abundance, 
in this country and worldwide, to take 
care of everyone on earth. 


The destruction of the market means 
the end of the market economy. A new 
society must and will be built. The world 
of plenty produced by the new technolo¬ 
gy can and should be distributed to all 
based on need. Such a society will rely 
on the contribution, talents and skills of 
each and every member. The only ques¬ 


tion is who will guide and control that 
social transformation? If we leave it to 
the billionaires, we will be living in mass 
poverty under a corporate dictatorship. If 
we, the people dictate the nature of this 
transformation, then we can build a free 
society where no one will want for any¬ 
thing. The future is up to us. 


Homelessness can end overnight 


By Sandra Reid 


A homeless woman with bright 
red hair was lying on her back on the 
sidewalk in a musty-looking sleeping 
bag reading a book on San Francis¬ 
co’s busy Market Street. Her huge 
eye glasses were falling off of her 
nose, making it apparent that they 
belonged to someone else. That 
morning there was a chill in the air 
and a wet mist from the fog. People 
hurried by on their way to work, 
seemingly oblivious to this human 
tragedy. Arriving at my bustop, I 
glanced at my newspaper. The 
“mortgage crisis” was once again in 
the headlines. I found myself won¬ 
dering how many more homeless 


people the economy would create 
and, also, how long the American 
people would allow this inexcusable 
situation to grow on the streets of our 
country. The answer to this question 
puts heavy responsibilities on revolu¬ 
tionaries. Without a vision a people 
will perish. How will the people get 
that vision? It is the responsibility of 
the revolutionaries to bring that vi¬ 
sion to the people so that they can 
fight for a new world where the vast 
productive capacity of this country 
that is currently in the hands of the 
corporations can be distributed to all 
based on their need. Only then can 
homelessness and hopelessness stop 
growing and in fact, become a thing 
of the past. 
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Lenette Evans ministering to some of Benton Harbor’s homeless at the 
riverfront. photo/jeanne 


“The homeless 
need love too” 

By Lenette Evans 
St. Joseph, Michigan 

We all live day to day going about 
our own lives, going to work, caring for 
our children and families, paying bills, 
going on vacations and having dinner 
with friends and family. Here in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan, there are many 
homeless people living under bridges 
and at the riverfront, in abandoned 
homes, alleys, and throughout the city 
with no place to go. 

I am a street Evangelist and have 
been ministering and working with the 
homeless, prostitutes, alcohol and drug 
abusers for several years. I am minister¬ 
ing mostly to people who are on the 
streets, in the Emergency Women’s 
Shelter Soup Kitchen, Peter’s House 
Ministry, Salvation Army, Homeless on 
the Riverfront, under bridges and wher¬ 
ever the Lord leads me. 

To minister to the lost is not just 
about preaching the word of God and 
praying with them. It’s about building 
genuine friendships, getting to know 
them and hearing their story and their 
heart and taking time to listen and ac¬ 
cept them for who they are, just as Je¬ 
sus Christ has loved us. Homeless 
people and those living in poverty need 


unconditional love from a caring com¬ 
munity and churches that will seriously 
rise up and make a difference. 

We don’t need mayors, commission¬ 
ers, and city officials and people who 
say they are going to do something to 
help the homeless and find them hous¬ 
ing but do absolutely nothing. A lot of 
people say a lot but very few do any¬ 
thing to help, including those in church¬ 
es in the community. 

“The Righteous Care About Justice 
For The Poor, But The Wicked Have No 
Such Concern.” (PROVERBS 29:7) 

We ALL need to be a community that 
gets involved and shakes the world to 
empower and impact the lives of others. 
Just imagine what it would be like if we 
would all begin to look at life and others 
from God’s perspective? 

Often through the week I am helping 


the homeless with food and clothing 
when I am able to have the resources. 
Recently my church “First Assembly Of 
God,” in St. Joseph, Michigan, had a 
picnic at Riverview Park and I was able 
to feed people while ministering to the 
people and getting to know others. 
What a good feeling it is to be able to 
give to those in need and less fortunate 
than ourselves. When we look at the 
needs of others instead of our own self¬ 
ish needs it’s a blessing. There is some¬ 
thing we can ALL give to help others. 

We are all called to ministry in one 
way or another. There is someone in 
each of our lives we can minister to and 
show some godly love to, to make a dif¬ 
ference and build better friendships. We 
all have busy lives but if someone is im¬ 
portant to you — you make the time! 

“And He Said To Them Go Into All 


The World And Preach The Gospel To 
Every Creature.” (MARK 16:15) 

We are to love one another but it’s 
when we can truly see the love of Christ 
and humble ourselves before Jesus and 
let the holy spirit work through us that 
people will be able to have a deep love 
and compassion for all people, all races, 
and color to rise up. 

We need to be better communicators 
and listeners. Homeless people are peo¬ 
ple too and they are smart, intelligent 
and some are creative and artistic like 
Orlandis Cage, an artist and advocate, 
and Larry who helps cook for people at 
the riverfront. These people all need a 
better chance and life. They need hope 
and to have people make them feel that 
they are worthy and have a purpose and 
to know their destiny. 

If people in this community cannot 
make a difference in helping the home¬ 
less and those in poverty; if our leaders 
and officials do not do what they say 
they are going to do; how in the world 
will anyone change the next generation 
of our children if we are not godly ex¬ 
amples and doers of the word in this 
generation? 

Let’s all stand up and be the type of 
community that makes powerful im¬ 
pacting change in our community and 
the lives of other people. 

Email: SavingSoulsl@yahoo.com or 
call 269-429-0594. 


How Whirlpool 
Corporation 
takes over 
a town 

By Rev. Edward Pinkney 

Benton Harbor, MI—According to 
Whirlpool Corporation, the Harbor 
Shores project in Benton Harbor, 
Michigan, will combine economic de¬ 
velopment with work force and busi¬ 
ness development. 

What Whirlpool doesn’t say is that 
their focus is on building an exclusive 
environment which will serve the 
wealthy. The wealthy will need to de¬ 
stroy land, riverways, animal and bird 
species, and a City in order to be iso¬ 
lated with like kind in a $500 million 
playground and designer golf course. 


This is the Harbor Shores project. 

To date, this project has been possi¬ 
ble because of the leadership of Jeff 
Fettig, the Whirlpool Corporation, and 
its real estate arms. In Dec. 2004, 
Whirlpool requested another industrial 
facilities tax exemption from the city 
of Benton Harbor. A city 96 percent 
Black, with 70 percent unemploy¬ 
ment, 90 percent of the people living 
below the poverty level, and over a 
Million Dollars in the red. The pur¬ 
pose of the request was to allow 
Whirlpool Corporation another tax 
abatement of 50 percent on all proper¬ 
ty tax. This would reduce all property 
tax by another 50 percent for the next 
twelve years. 

Also, not to confuse the reader— 
but Benton Harbor residents are pay¬ 
ing for the INFRASTUCTURE of 
Harbor Shores through their property 
taxes! A variety of tactics are being 
used in the destruction and take-over 
of Benton Harbor. 

Readers should be seated for this 
next bit of information: In twenty 


years, after Benton Harbor residents 
have paid for the Harbor Shores infra¬ 
structure, Harbor Shores will be con¬ 
verted into the boundaries of St. 
Joseph, Michigan. This kind of thing 
cannot be made up. 

Of course, the Benton Harbor City 
Commission had to agree to all of 
these things, and it’s common knowl¬ 
edge in Berrien County that bribery of 
various kinds were used to pressure 
this body to “go along.” 

The Harbor Shores construction 
phase will create an estimated 4000 
jobs, but history tells us that there will 
be no jobs for Benton Harbor resi¬ 
dents. Not one has been hired yet, and 
construction is ongoing. 

THE LARGER PICTURE 

If we can finally succeed in trans¬ 
lating the idea of “leadership” into 
that of “service” we may soon find it 
possible to lift the poor to a high level. 
So far, under leadership, ghettos have 
been created. Under leadership we 
have become poverty stricken; under 


service we can earn a living earnestly. 
Under leadership we have been made 
to despise our own possibilities and 
develop into parasites; under service 
we may prove sufficient to the task of 
self-development and contribute our 
part to society. 

The real servant of the people then 
will give more attention to those to be 
served than to the use that somebody 
may want to make of them. (S)he will 
be more concerned with what (s)he 
can do to increase the ease, comfort, 
and happiness of the poor than with 
how the poor may be used to con¬ 
tribute to the ease, comfort, and hap¬ 
piness of the wealthy. 

We are heading toward a class con¬ 
frontation. Every facet of society is 
being polarized. Underlying it is the 
qualitative change in the economy and 
the resulting antagonism between 
wealth and poverty. Polarization, the 
separation and destruction of bonds 
that hold a process together is a focal 
point for revolutionaries. 
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Activists meet to discuss federal, takevover of housing, agency 

Report from the HUD Takeover Town Hall 



By Joseph Phelan 
Miami Workers Center 


Miami, FL—On August 28, Jordan 
Grove Church in Liberty City saw a 
swelling tide of public outcry regarding 
federal control of the Miami Dade 
Housing Agency, as residents and com¬ 
munity activists gathered for a Town 
Hall dialogue organized by Miami 
Workers Center and Miami Times. The 
event spanned the better part of two 
hours with a crowd of over 160 people 
(majority African-American) voicing 
their visions for how housing should be 
run in the Magic City. 

“This event was a huge success. The 
Town Hall meeting was meant to give 
the community a chance to weigh in on 
the issues of receivership, community 
self-determination, and government ac¬ 
countability. We met this goal with a big 
turnout and a lot of discussion,” said 
Aiyeshia Hudson, organizer with the 
Miami Workers Center. 

The event started out with a panel dis¬ 
cussion of what a just housing program 
would look like for Miami Dade county. 
The panel was composed of leading 
voices in the local African-American 
movement for justice: Max Rameau 
(Take Back the Land), Jermaine Banks 
(Power U Center for Social Change), 
Rev. Dr. W. J. Bailey (Sellers Memorial 


Cooperative Parish), Yvonne Stratford 
(LIFFT), Aiyeshia Hudson (Miami 
Workers Center), and Leon Fuller (AF- 
SCME Local 199). The overarching 
opinion from the panel was that commu¬ 
nity control of public housing programs 
is what is needed. The panel also dis¬ 
cussed the need for African-Americans 
to be in control of their own communi¬ 
ties overall, and many spoke about the 
need to build the collective power of the 
African-American community in order 
to fight for and win political power and 
meet practical needs. 

After the panel, host Joy-Ann Reid, 
of WTPS 1080, turned the mic over to 
the assembled crowd and asked for their 
opinions. The conversation veered all 
over the place covering the specifics of 
building Black Power (voting or not 
voting, etc) to what kind of control over 
housing is needed in Miami-Dade. 

The mic was then turned back to the 
panel and the question posed: What 
would a HUD takeover of the Miami 
Dade Housing Agency mean for the 
community visions put forward here to¬ 
day? Answers were varied. Aiyeshia 
Hudson and Yvonne Stratford both 
spoke of the need to oppose a HUD 
takeover and defend the New Hope 
agreement that Miami Workers Center 
and LIFFT have with the county regard¬ 
ing Scott Carver Homes.* 


The panel at the Town Hall dialogue. 

Ms. Stratford said, ”We have to 
choose between two monsters and we 
are going to choose the one that we can 
win against.” 

Max Rameau spoke of a third option 
of not choosing county or community 
control of the housing agency. None of 
the panelists spoke directly in favor a 
federal takeover. 

Again the same question was asked 
of the gathered crowd. And again ideas 
varied. Some put forward that the com¬ 
munity should look for more support 
from developers, others urged to vote in 
elected officials who will better serve 
the community. 

The event was a practice in real 
grassroots democracy with true partici¬ 
pation from the African-American com¬ 
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munity. Although a vote wasn't taken, a 
clear consensus in the room was disgust 
for corrupt politicians that sell out the 
community and the need for community 
control over public programs, such as 
housing, in Miami. 

*Seven years ago, the controversial 
HOPE VIproject displaced 1000 fami¬ 
lies from Scott Homes in Liberty City. 
For years, former residents campaigned 
for low-income homes and a right to re¬ 
turn to their community. On February 
27, Miami Workers Center and Miami- 
Dade County signed a historic agree¬ 
ment to establish community control 
and self-determination that will result 
in the largest Affordable Housing devel¬ 
opment project in Miami history. 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 


New Book 

Black Radical: The Education of an American Revolutionary 

On a tour promoting his new memoir, “Black RadicakThe Mak¬ 
ing of an American Revolutionary,” Nelson Peery electrified the 
standing-room-only audience at San Francisco’s City Lights 
Bookstore. He discussed the return of the Black soldiers after 
WWII, their struggle to move from first class soldier to first class 
civilian alongside of the wave of lynchings sweeping the country, 
the role of the Black vets as the driving organizing force in the 
Freedom Movement, and the ideological convictions and love of humanity that 
has kept him contributing to the struggle for a new cooperative America for over 
65 years. During the question-and-answer, the audience, many of whom were 
artists, poets and writers, asked how revolution in America would come about, and 
about the role of the Left today. Nelson Peery replied, “Revolutionaries don’t create 
revolutions. The change in the means of production make political revolution pos¬ 
sible. Our job is to take advantage of these 
conditions and make sure the outcome of the 
ensuing social revolution is in humanity’s in¬ 
terests.” Nelson Peery is a founding member 
of the League of Revolutionaries for a New 
America. He is also author of “The Future 
is Up to Us” which can be ordered below. 

To order Black Radical, send $25, plus $4 
for postage, to Speakers for a New America, 
c/o People’s Tribune, PO. Box 3524, Chica¬ 
go, IL 60654. To order “The Future is Up to 
Us,” send $10 to the same address. 



Peery signing books at City 
Lights Bookstore in San 
Francisco, photo/austin long-scott 



Authors for a new America 



NOT ONE MORE 

Who I* Killing Th* Wom«n 
Of Juttti And Chihuahua? 


The authors of these books are 
available to speak. 

“Always running: La Vida Loca, 

Gang Days in L.A.” By nationally 
acclaimed writer and poet, 

Luis Rodriguez 

“Moving Onward: From Racial 
Divison to Class Unity,” 
by Brooke Heagerty and 
Nelson Peery 

“NOT ONE MORE; Who is killing the 
women of Juarez and Chichuaua?” 
By Laura Garcia, editor of the bilin¬ 
gual newspaper, Tribuno del Pueblo 

“Front Lines" By San Francisco poet 
laureate, Jack Hirschman 

“Black Protest, Thought 
and Education,” 
by William H. Watkins, Phd. 

“Human Star,” By poet and activist, 
Sarah Menefee 

“The After Death Room: Journey 
into Spiritual Activism,” 

By Michael McColly, Author 


SEA/D FOR A FREE SPEAKERS BROCHURE: Call 800-691-6888 and leave your address or visit http:llwww.speakersforanewamerica.com 
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Last GM Nationwide strike in 1960 


Corporate greed drives strike action at General Motors 



By Claire McClinton 

As we go to press, the UAW has just 
ended a nationwide strike against GM. 
The two-day strike galvanized the au¬ 
toworkers and their communities giving 
new hope. In cities like Flint, with it’s 
high unemployment, and growing 
poverty, workers from all over the com¬ 
munity jumped into the fray, joining the 
picket lines as if to say, “Thank God, 
somebody’s fighting the powers that be.” 

The auto barons claim they don’t ne¬ 
gotiate contracts in the press, yet for 
months leading up to the talks, they 
launched a public relations campaign 
decrying legacy costs (also known as 
Retiree benefits and Pensions) as a drag 
on their competitiveness. The headlines 
of one Detroit newspaper asked how the 
auto giants were going to “tame the 
Healthcare beast.” The retirees who can 
no longer produce cars and trucks have 
become a beast of burden to the corpo¬ 
ration in the dynamic global economy. 
It was no surprise then that health care 
would become the sacrificial lamb in 
the corporation quest to secure prof¬ 
itability. GM came to the table looking 
to set up a VEBA (Voluntary Employee 
Benefit Association). VEBA is a trust 
fund set up to pay for health care. The 


company would pay one lump sum that 
the union would manage and the com¬ 
pany would no longer be responsible for 
health care. 

The strike was called at 11:00 AM on 
Monday September 24th. At a 12 Noon 


press conference that same day, UAW 
President Ron Gettelfinger stated that 
that the parties had pretty much agreed 
on the controversial VEBA, but that the 
company wanted even more draconian 
take-aways. It wasn’t enough that the 


UAW agreed to end health care as we 
know it — GM wanted even more. 
More job elimination. More plant clos¬ 
ings. More depressed wages ala Delphi. 
More outsourcing. More PROFITS!! 
They never get enough. Pushed over the 
edge the UAW called the strike. 

Everybody in GM walked out. In 
past strikes certain plants such as War¬ 
ren Tech Center were exempt from 
striking because of the critical work 
they do there. But the talks had deterio¬ 
rated to the point that all hands went on 
deck. Everybody went out. 

The strike was a short one and from 
what we’re hearing as of this writing the 
tentative agreement is one that will not 
pass easily. Too much was given back to 
the company. However, we can come 
away from the stirke as brief as it was 
with a renewed sense of struggle to con¬ 
tinue to fight for the quality of life that 
the workers of this country have earned 
and deserve. One of the ways that the 
corporations are destroying the middle 
class is through the abandonment of 
healthcare. We must take up this fight 
with the same intensity and zeal as we 
did on the picket lines. The struggle 
continues. 


Victory in Detroit water struggle — 
The fight continues 



Water protest in Detroit. photo/donated 


By People's Tribune Staff 

The People’s Tribune interviewed 
Marian Kramer from the Michigan Wel¬ 
fare Rights Organization about the 
struggle to turn water back on for over 
45,000 plus homes in the Detroit area. 
Low income people in Detroit have 
struggled for a year and a half to imple¬ 
ment their own Water Affordability Plan 
to help alleviate the suffering of families 
who are daily living without running 
water in their homes. The Mayor and 
corporate interests have fought the com¬ 
munity’s plan every step of the way. 

However, on Friday, the Mayor an¬ 
nounced his own water program called 
the Detroit Residential Water Assis¬ 
tance Program Plan. “The Mayor’s plan 
is our Water Affordability Plan. We sub¬ 
mitted it to the City of Detroit,” said 
Marian Kramer. “They sabatoged imple¬ 
mentation of our plan for a year and a 
half.” Nonetheless, “This is victory. Fi¬ 
nally, the plan goes into affect tomorrow. 
People are going to get some relief.” 

Some of the changes from the origi¬ 
nal plan include the allocation of funds. 
The original plan allocated $5 million 
whereas the Mayor’s plan allocates $2.5 


million. “The plan will continue to be 
implemented after 12 months if the City 
of Detroit finds more funds,” said 
Kramer. “Also, we didn’t see the need 
for the Detroit Water Department to be 
the administrator of the plan because we 
didn’t trust them. The Mayor, CEO Vic¬ 
tor Mercado, and the Law Department 
of the Mayor’s Office constantly gutted 
our program. They laid the foundation 
to get rid of the people we agreed to ad¬ 
minister the plan. Then they were able 
to slash the funding and take the money 
from the original plan and give it to the 
Department of Human Services as the 
Administrator for the program. This is 
one of the City of Detroit’s controlled 
Departments.” 

A combination of factors allowed for 
the victory. One, the community never 
stopped struggling for their plan. Two, the 
Mayor lost a court battle recently and 
needed friends. City residents will now 
have to pay millions of dollars for a law¬ 
suit that was brought by two former police 
officers about the way their firing was 
handled. They had exposed the mayor and 
his wild party that took place at the May¬ 
or’s Mansion. People are angry. Two days 
later the Water Affordability Plan came 


out! However, there has been no mention 
of the 6,300 plus people who have been 
cut off water within 30 days. Nor has the 


mayor said anything about the 45,000 
homes that were cut off before. THE 
STRUGGLE CONTINUES! 
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Atlanta’s Grady Hospital 

Canary in the mine 


By the National Health Care 
Committee of the League of 
Revolutionaries for a New 
America 


“Where will I go if Grady closes?” 
Hearing after public hearing on the fate 
of one of the largest county public hos¬ 
pitals left in the country continues to 
echo that refrain. Over three hundred 
people, patients, staff, union members, 
health care students, doctors and nurses 
crammed into an auditorium and strug¬ 
gled to develop an independent voice on 
Grady’s future. 

The noble 110-year-old county hos¬ 
pital, steeped in the history of Atlanta 
and the South, is being attacked and fil¬ 
leted by the Georgia Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and its allies. Holding a gun to 
the head of fumbling, comprised politi¬ 
cians, a task force of the Georgia Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce is demanding that 

Activists young 

By Megan Barnes 

In her soft, earnest tone, seventeen- 
year-old Leimomi Kamiya explains to a 
wide-eyed audience that many Marshall 
Island natives have little knowledge 
about the effects of massive radiation 
contamination in their country, deposit¬ 
ed by over 100 United States and Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom nuclear bomb tests. 

Kamiya is one of over 100 activists 
from across the United States, as well as 
the Marshall Islands and Puerto Rico, 
who participated in the Nuclear Age 
Peace Foundation’s Think Outside The 
Bomb conference, cultivating aware¬ 
ness, dialogue, and action to counter 
militarism and strive for nuclear aboli¬ 
tion. The third annual west coast ver¬ 
sion of the conference took place from 
August 16-19 at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Santa Barbara. 

“This conference is intended to 
weave a tapestry of information and in¬ 
spiration, to regenerate young people 
who have been doing this work but have 
experienced its frustrations and draw¬ 
backs, and to catalyze people who are 
relative newcomers to this kind of 
movement,” said Will Parrish, Youth 
Empowerment Director of the NAPF 
and one of the two primary organizers 
of the conference. 

With over fifteen states and dozens of 
grass roots organizations represented, 
attendees ranged from first timers to 
seasoned community leaders. 

Each day the diverse group partici¬ 
pated in panel discussions, workshops 
and group trainings dealing with nu- 


Grady’s governance convert from a pub¬ 
lic hospital board of authority to a pri¬ 
vate ‘so-called’ non-profit before any 
additional funding, public or corporate 
occurs. Grady may not make payroll by 
the end of October. Emory University, 
Morehouse School of Medicine and the 
Atlanta Journal and Constitution are 
currently aligned with this plan. Privati¬ 
zation sets up an unaccountable man¬ 
agement structure that can begin to gut 
many of Grady’s services, especially 
primary care and its network of neigh¬ 
borhood clinics. Atlanta’s ruling elite 
may hesitate to allow for the abrupt shut 
down of the State’s only level 1 trauma 
center, burn units and a few other ser¬ 
vices. But preserving the day-to-day 
primary care for the medically indigent 
is not on their agenda. It is a cynical 
farce and moral outrage characteristic 
of the application of neo-liberal policies 
to public services that have swept the 


clearism and militarism from historical, 
current events, legal, environmental and 
indigenous people’s perspectives. There 
were also specific skills workshops 
about topics like researching power 
structures and battling racism. 

Another interesting characteristic of 
the conference was its ability to bridge 
gaps of communication between age 
groups, with panels shared by members 
of different generations. 

The conference also featured a rare 
screening of the controversial film Tres¬ 
passing, which chronicles efforts by in¬ 
digenous communities to resist the 
nuclear industry’s exploitation. Film di¬ 


country and is now landing squarely on 
top of a failed health care system. 

Grady Memorial Hospital and its out 
patient clinics provide health care to 
nearly 1 million folks in metropolitan 
Atlanta every year. 5,000 people work 
at Grady. The bulk of Grady’s patients 
are either Medicaid, uninsured, and/or 
underinsured. It is the conscience of 
health care in Georgia. It is the sister to 
Cook County, Belview, Parkland, and a 
few others left standing. It is also Char¬ 
ity’s sister — abandoned, like its people, 
after the levies broke in New Orleans. 
Well, the levies of public health are 
fractured all over the country. Grady 
and other public hospitals existed be¬ 
cause of an inequitable system of health 
care. Now their only future depends on 
a transformation of the health care sys¬ 
tem. Everything else is just cheap talk. 

Grady is the canary in the mine of a 
failed health care system. Georgia’s 
number of uninsured has skyrocketed to 
over 1.5 million. Add to that figure mil¬ 
lions more that are underinsured and the 
severe reductions in Medicaid reim¬ 
bursements and what you have is a situ¬ 
ation that can only be solved in one or 
two ways. Either dispose of health care 


rector Carlos DeMenezes, film star 
Steve Lopez of the Fort Mojave Nation, 
and Shundahai Network co-founder Ju¬ 
lia Moon Sparrow, who is featured in 
multiple scenes of the film, were on 
hand to discuss the film’s significance 
and update young attendees on the is¬ 
sues it addresses. 

Much of the conference’s content was 
also geared toward young people who 
have, in recent years, navigated the of¬ 
ten disillusioning terrain of nuclear dis¬ 
armament non-profit activism, and how 
to deal with its pitfalls. 

Direct action training with the 
Ruckus Society offered at the confer- 



Grady Hospital in Atlanta. 

PHOTO/DONATED 

for people who have become marginal 
in the market place or fight for universal 
comprehensive health care for all through 
a single payer publically financed and ad¬ 
ministered health care system. The strug¬ 
gle to save Grady is not just about the 
counties and state providing the necessary 
funding, it is about a vision of what health 
care could be for everyone. Time is run¬ 
ning out. 

the bomb 

ence served not only as practice, but as 
a launching pad for a subsequent direct 
action at the downtown Santa Barbara 
office of the war profiteer Alliant Tech- 
systems (ATK). ATK is the US govern¬ 
ment’s largest supplier of depleted 
uranium munitions, among other 
weapons systems. 

Spiral Q Puppet Theatre, of Philadel¬ 
phia, also held daily workshops for ac¬ 
tivists to learn how to use art in public 
demonstrations. 

Out of these workshops, participants 
constructed a mock store front announc¬ 
ing a “blowout sale” and satirical bomb 
advertisements they erected in front of 
the ATK office at 735 State Street in San¬ 
ta Barbara on the morning of the 20th. 

Jaws dropped and eyes widened as 
the young activists from around the 
country posing as ATK employees indi¬ 
vidually informed passersby about the 
weapons being created and supported in 
their community. 

For all participants this action and in¬ 
deed the entire conference was not just 
a great learning experience, but highly 
empowering. 

As its name suggests, Think Outside 
the Bomb enabled activists to step out¬ 
side the stream of their normal lives to 
discuss pressing issues that are often hid¬ 
den and suppressed. By collaborating 
with others and realizing their connection 
to the larger movement for peace, ecolog¬ 
ical balance, and nuclear abolition, young 
activists were rejuvenated to bring back 
knowledge from the conference to their 
local communities, and to those still in 
“the box” that is mainstream society. 


and old gather to think outside 



Demonstrating outside the offices of Alliant Tech-systems in Santa Barbara. 

PHOTO/MEGAN BARNES 
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United Workers Association wins victory 
in fight with Maryland Stadium Authority 


By Greg Rosenthal, United 
Workers Association 
Communications Organizer 

BALTIMORE, Md.—On Thursday, 
September 6th, members and support¬ 
ers of the United Workers Association 
gathered at the Light Street Presbyter¬ 
ian Church in Baltimore. Screams of ju¬ 
bilation greeted the announcement that 
the Maryland Stadium Authority had 
yielded to the pressure of their planned 
hunger strike and had voted to pay a liv¬ 
ing wage to the temporary workers who 
clean Oriole Park at Camden Yards. 

The Maryland contractors’ living 
wage of $11.30 an hour will be part of 
next year’s cleaning contract. Final pa¬ 
pers will not be signed until the begin¬ 
ning of 2008, but the United Workers 
feel that they have finally won a decent 
wage and the respect they deserve. 

After three years of organizing and 
broken promises (see A Little History) 
15 United Workers members (eleven 
Camden Yards cleaners and four sup¬ 
porters) vowed to begin a hunger strike 
in September. The Stadium Authority 
had promised a “good faith” effort to 
“address concerns” after United Work¬ 
ers’ protests and state budget hearing 
testimony last spring. But words meant 
little to stadium workers, who have 
been betrayed many times before. 

As the hunger strikers stepped for¬ 
ward at the church to cut the yellow 
bracelets that symbolized their commit¬ 
ment, they looked back on their strug¬ 
gle and to the challenges ahead. 

“It was a long hard road we fought. 
We fought night and day. Sometimes 
some of us stayed up just about all night 
long, putting together fliers, leaflets, 
going from one city to the next city, try¬ 


ing to go after the senators, chasing 
down Peter Angelos, going down to the 
city council, to find out what their take 
was on it,” said Robert Graham, a stadi¬ 
um cleaner and United Workers orga¬ 
nizer. 

What kept them going? A history of 
solidarity and struggle. An understand¬ 
ing that workers only get what they are 
willing to fight for. And a firm belief 
that a power greater than the individual 
helped them in their battle for justice. 
Many thanked people, groups and the 
power of God in their lives. 

While they celebrate, they know the 
struggle isn’t over. “This is a big victory 
for us and an historic moment, and the 
next step is to make sure the current 
workers at Camden Yards are going to 
keep their jobs for the next season, and 
make sure that living wages stay at 
Camden Yards,” said United Workers 
organizer Carl Johnson. They are pre¬ 
pared to do what they need to if the Sta¬ 
dium Authority goes back on its 
promise. 

A candlelight vigil included a mo¬ 
ment of silence for Baltimoreans still 
mired in poverty and homelessness. 
Workers and supporters stepped for¬ 
ward to symbolize their commitment to 
reach out to others living in poverty 
throughout the city and to “continue 
this long and difficult struggle on the 
path to freedom from poverty.” 

A LITTLE HISTORY 

Oriole Park at Camden Yards is Bal¬ 
timore’s largest day-labor employer. It is 
also the jewel of Baltimore’s downtown, 
a large chunk of which is owned by 
multi-millionaire Oriole’s owner, labor 
and personal injury attorney Peter An¬ 
gelos. Angelos has a very favorable 


Strikers and allies held a Candle Light Vigil for Living Wages Sept. 6 


lease arrangement with the quasi-public 
Maryland Stadium Authority, which 
owns the stadium. Sub-contracted day- 
labor cleaners work in miserable condi¬ 
tions for below poverty 
wages. 

Their game day cy¬ 
cle is: Leave early, go 
to a temp agency, wait 
and hope for work, get 
driven to the job, pay 
for transportation, rent 
safety equipment, wait 
for work to start, pick 
up trash into the night, 
no food, no water, no 
breaks, get driven back 
to the agency, wait 
again, get a check, pay 
to cash it. When the 
United Workers Asso¬ 
ciation started organiz¬ 
ing, workers made a 
flat fee of $30 a night. 
Deductions and time 
wasted meant wages 


PHOTO/UNITED WORKERS 

below $4.50 an hour — barely enough 
for food for the next day. Women were 
sexually harassed; bathrooms, food and 
water were unavailable; conditions were 
unsanitary; wages often went unpaid; 
and workers were mistreated and dis¬ 
criminated against. 

The United Workers first demanded 
a living wage in 2004. Orioles’ owner 
Angelos, supposedly a “friend of labor,” 
promised to pay it if workers stopped 
attacking him. He broke that promise, 
but protests did force a change of con¬ 
tractor. Wages went up to $7 an hour, 
but after charges and waiting time, aver¬ 
age pay was still less than $5.50 an 
hour. The contractor broke a promise to 
hire workers through a worker-owned 
living wage co-op, but did sign a “Code 
of Conduct,” which required breaks and 
gave the workers a voice on the job. 
This historic “first” for day-laborers in 
the US was an important step on the 
road to the United Workers’ 2007 living 
wage victory. 


At the Concert for Human Rights Sept. 8, United Workers 
strikers rejoice over their victory. photo/united workers 
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POETRY FOR A NEW AMERICA 


The poor people gather 

The poor people are gathering 

No more weariness 

With its oppression 

No more struggles 

And long-lasting periods of unrest 

See them gather their babies 
Their belongings 
Their sons and daughters 
Their families. 

They’re headed towards freedom 

To a land that loves 

Respects 

Understands 

And believes in them 

No longer will political pimps 

Hold captive the people who built this country 

People who worked 

Who slaved 

Who sacrificed 

While the government makes them 
Feel that the economic woes of this country 
Are their fault 


Memory 

When disease rode trade blankets 

wove way across oceans, rivers, 

my People reeled. So many crossed 

into the next world, my fullness ruptured, 

poured as sores upon then-tainted blistered skin. 

It was too much for Memory, to bear. 

Since time ago, slowly erased all 
eye could see, truth held 
within my reaches for falcons’ 
sure vision. It is in these vaults 
time, place, I exist even today. 

In the end, all will dissipate, join me. 

From “Blood Run” 
By Allison Adelle Hedge Coke 


HERE COME 

Here come the judge again 
as if the poor and homeless 
weren’t criminalized enough 

Here come the paramilitary courts 
to make sure the streets are swept 
of every bit of spontaneous life, 

of every walking finger crying out 
to accuse. You’ve already picked 
our pockets and drummed it into 

society’s weak brains that we’re 
the sickies, and not the system, 
we’re the alkies, and not the profit- 


The poor folks are gathering 

And they’re headed towards freedom 

They’re headed to a place that cares about the babies 

They’re headed to a place 

That puts the family first 

They’re headed to a place 

Where justice is real 


Headed to a place 
Where welfare means 
Health 
Happiness 
And prosperity 

See the masses prepare for the great exodus 
They have put behind 
The pain and the struggle 
Nights of crying 

The years of watching their children die in their arms 
Die in the streets 

The poor folks are gathering 

No red carpets rolled out 

And the Star Spangled Banner never played 

The poor folks are gathering 
This story 
An epoch 

Of what should have been 

The poor folks are gathering 
They are moving 
But not towards freedom 
They march towards death 
Can’t you hear their eulogies 

Across this country 
Their epitaph reads 
America we gave you our best 
And in return 
You gave us war 
Separated our families 


A place where jobs pay livable wages 
And healthcare is not just lip service 
For politicians who are up for reelection 

The poor folks are gathering 
Headed down a new path 
Generating new ideas 


Buried us financially 
Divided us politically 
And sentenced us to death 

— From the book, “Somebody Better 
Say Something” by Mama Brenda Matthews 


guzzling drunkards of black gold, 
we’re the junkies, and not those 
gunmen of lawn order who wanna 

mow down what little green is left, 
We’re the beggars, can you spare 
some real change. I mean change 


that’ll do away with the violence 
of your fix on lucre, on saving 
the dying carcass of capitalism 

at any cost, and begin to burn with 
the fire of collective care. 

We’re the homeless, we don’t need 

your half-assed reforms that sick 
more cops on our punishing suffering. 
We don’t need your poisoned band-aids 

or the lie that we’re sicker than you. 
We’re the homeless. We’ll never vanish 
until you change the way money rules, 

and you won’t, you can’t, but we can 
and will, and that’s why we say to your 
new criminalization: You’re arrested 

before you even begin hauling one of us 
before your kangaroo courts, you’re 
nipped in the bud by the truth. 



Jack Hirschman, Poet Laureate of San Francisco, 
reading in Jack Kerouac Alley where the International 
Poetry Festival kicked off in July, 2007. 

PHOTO/JOHN PERINO 


this space 

it was going to be enough: this space 
of the turning season: enough but for the 
pretty young mother 

with a child and baby in a stroller begging near 
Embarcadero Station 

“I need enough money for a cup of coffee and 
maybe a little piece of cake in there” 

From “Human Star” by Sarah Menefee 


kicking to live 

a little spark of life in every body 
kicking to live struggling to live: 
unkillable desire 

coterminous with the great starry stretch of it 
the light of day: that gentle fire 


— Jack Hirschman, 
Poet Laureate, San Francisco 


From “Human Star” by Sarah Menefee 
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Counter privitization bv expanding the ‘public’ 

Publicizing the American dream 



BY STEVEN MILLER 


A decade ago, the government ended restrictions on 
advertising medicine on television. Since then we 
have been constantly deluged with stuff like “You 
need morfonax! Ask your doctor! Do not use if you 
have ever had a headache, bloody nose or use aspirin! 

Such advertising is illegal in Canada. US laws al¬ 
low pharmaceutical corporations to recoup the full 
costs of advertising in the cost of the medicines. The 
people who they market to must pay for the market¬ 
ing. This is considered a public health issue in Canada 
and raises issues of public safety. The rights of the 
public trump the rights of the corporations. 

Celebrex, “an arthritis drug,” was marketed on TV 
After 20,000 deaths from heart issues, it became pub¬ 
lic that the corporation knew all along that Celebrex 
was deadly. Law suits against Pfiser are now wending 
their way through the courts. Here the rights of the 
corporation trumped the rights of the public. Though 
Pfiser knowingly killed 5 times as many Americans as 
911, nobody is calling this terrorism. 

Cigarettes are known as the single most expensive 
threat to public health, costing billions a year for treat¬ 
ment. Yet the public bares this expense completely, 
since in the US each person is responsible for their 
own health care. Here the rights of the public are to¬ 
tally subordinate to corporate profits. 

People regularly give up tissue samples all the time. 
You do a blood test to get insurance.You leave your 
appendix at the hospital when it is removed. In fact, if 
you ask for it, they will refuse to operate. The reason 
is, since the Supreme Court’s John Moore decision in 
1991, people do not own their cells or body parts. Cor¬ 
porations do. They routinely use tissue samples to 
start tissue cultures which are mined for new and use¬ 
ful chemicals. Here the public have no rights at all. 

The concepts of “The Public,’’and the rights and 
powers of the people, the idea of the public good and 
how far it extends are dramatically restricted in Amer¬ 
ica. Now we are seeing the greatest wave of privatiza¬ 
tion since the West was given away to the railroads. 

Historically, the U.S. has only recognized the con¬ 
cept of “civil rights” and these are mostly seen as 
commercial rights. Little recognition of public power 
here. All industrialized countries, except the U.S., rec¬ 
ognize certain economic rights. Free universal health 
care is an economic right. Your right to live to an old 
age without having to work is an economic right. 
France allows everyone a 5-week paid vacation at gov¬ 
ernment expense. Enshrined in law, these are things 
Americans only dream about. 

The U.N. Charter of Human Rights was the first legal 
statement that the rights of the public are unviable and 
should always be the priority in any government. The 
Constitution of Venezuela holds that the goal of govern¬ 
ment is to guarantee the fullest development of human 
potential and its capacity. Unlike the U.S., where uncon¬ 
stitutionality is only applied to laws, In Venezuela, any 
social entity, from government bodies to corporations, 
can be prevented from violating the Constitution. Imag¬ 
ine how this would play out in the U.S.! 

Most of the world has a greatly expanded concept 
of the Public and its rights and powers than does the 
U.S. 

In fact, since the elimination of the paltry right for 
poor mothers to receive money to help their children, the 
US has redefined the few public rights as “entitlements.” 
Currently the American people only recognize two enti- 


Striking nurses in Lansing, Mich., October 2005. 

dements: Social Security and public education (K12). 

Both Republicans and Democrats, not to mention 
their Billion Dollar corporate attack dogs, have de¬ 
clared that both of these entitlements should be priva¬ 
tized. This will transfer hundreds of billions of dollars, 
if not trillions, in public wealth directly into the stock 
market and the hands of corporations offering “ser¬ 
vices.” These same services, now free because they 
are public, will be paid for. Like all privatization, the 
quality of the services will be subordinated to corpo¬ 
rate profiteering and will dramatically drop. 

The question us is: are there collective needs and 
are there universal values? We should debate this out, 
then guarantee whatever the Public wants. 

Private corporations can never address these pre¬ 
cisely because they put private interests above public 
ones. Why should the things we use together and in 
common be considered private property? Wealth 
means collective — the forests and the waters, our 
health, the media, the technology that builds the world. 
Riches, on the other hand, refer to private riches. 

Another way to look at this is to define what it is to 
be human and to demand that collective society guar¬ 
antee these things as rights. Clearly humans need the 
essentials of food, shelter, clothing, education, health 
care and culture. Only true public power in the broad¬ 
est sense, enshrined in law and guaranteed locally, can 
possibly guarantee that everyone has equal access to 
their human potential. 

The Declaration of Independence was the first doc¬ 
ument to make the needs of the people the purpose of 
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government. This has devolved to the current state 
where the needs of corporations are the purpose of 
government and the state uses its powers of force to 
make this happen through privatization. 

The only counter to privatization is to expand the 
powers of the public in all directions: to take public 
control of energy, food, technology, health care, edu¬ 
cation, water and everything we use in common. They 
say privatize; we say publicize! 


READERS SPEAK 
ABOUT THE 
PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

“I think this is a tremendous paper. 
I’m getting it out everywhere. I’ve 
had so many people ask, ‘do you have 
more papers?’ The word is getting 
out. I’m trying to use my journalism 
and encourage other people to write 
for the paper too.” 

— Lenette, a street minister 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


Benton Harbor and 
Jena, Louisiana are 
one and the same 


By Rev. Edward Pinkney 

There are a thousand cities 
and towns in this country 
that openly practice racism 
— the case of the Jena 6, is 
no different than the voter 
fraud case of Rev. Edward 
Pinkney in Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. 

Both cases are only two that prove 
that racism is alive and well in the Unit¬ 
ed States of America. We need to bring 
the poor: Blacks, Whites and Hispanics 
all together and start talking about 
racism and stop allowing the corpora¬ 
tions and government to separate us. 

The case of Jena 6 in Louisiana has 
gained national attention. Six young 
African-American students ages 16-18 
have been framed and are facing many 
years in prison for a school-yard fight 
with white students. Three nooses were 
found hanging from a tree after a Black 
student sat under a “white” only tree. 
The principal expelled the three white 
students, but the superintendent of 


Rev. Pinkney addressing the court 
during his trial. 
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schools reduced it to a suspension for a 
few days and called it a prank. After¬ 
ward, all of the African-American stu¬ 
dents stood under the forbidden tree for 
Blacks. The District Attorney came to 
the school and demanded that the Black 
students stop the protest or he would end 
their lives with the stroke of the pen. 

A schoolyard fight was then used by 
the D.A. to arrest and railroad the 
African-American students for attempt¬ 
ed murder. The first Jena, Louisana [6] 
to go trial was Mychal Bell [age 16]. An 
all white jury convicted him of attempt¬ 
ed murder. This was not a jury of his 
peers. The court consisted of an all 
white jury, a white judge, a white pros¬ 
ecutor and a court-appointed attorney 
who called no witnesses. Mychal Bell 
was to be sentenced for up to 22 years 
in prison for attempted murder. 

A national march in Jena was led by 
several of my friends and relatives. My¬ 
chal Bell’s conviction was overturned 
on Sept 14, 2007 — because the people 
stood up and fought. 

The problems we face are racism and 
all-white juries. Most juries are pro - 
government. All too frequently, white 
juries find guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt when the defendant is Black. It is 
an indication that white juries normally 
violate the sanctity of their oath and are 
usually motivated by something other 
than the pursuit of truth and justice. 

We are having this problem today — 
50 Years after the Little Rock, Arkansas 
crisis. This is how the criminal justice 
system works in America. It is a mis¬ 
take for us to point to Jena, Louisiana 
and Benton Harbor, Michigan. It is all 
over the country. Everybody should be 
concerned about this situation and the 
whole criminal justice system. We can¬ 
not allow the corporate owned govern¬ 
ment to separate us. 

All poor Blacks, Whites, and Hispan¬ 
ics — we better keep our mind on our 
freedom and freedom on our mind. 


Rally for justice in Benton Harbor. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


BENTON HARBOR RESIDENTS SPEAK OUT 

The Harbor Shores Project, under Public Act 425 allows for the temporary 
transfer of a small portion of St. Joseph land to the city of Benton Harbor 
for 20 years. After Benton Harbor has paid off the $89 Million or more 
infrastructure costs for this land, it all becomes St Joseph’s forever and 
ever. This does not sound like a great deal for the people of Benton Harbor 

— J. Taylor 

The Jean Klock Park provides the only place where the residents of Benton 
Harbor can freely enjoy the environment, open space, and dunes on the 
beautiful beach of Lake Michigan within Benton Harbor City limits. Now 
that is being taken away FOR A PRIVATE GOLF COURSE. 

— Rev. D. Smith 

A vote for Rev. Atterberry is a vote for corruption. All you ministers 
and church folks who claim you know God and have never stood up for 
anything — if you vote for Rev. Atterberry you are voting for the take¬ 
over of Benton Harbor by Whirlpool — Doug B. 

Jena, Louisana and Benton Harbor, Michigan, are one of the same. There 
are many cities like this in the country only because we the people have 
failed to take a stand. If you do not want to fight for yourself, fight for your 

children and your grandchildren. 

— Dorothy Pinkney 
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DO YOU WANT AN AMERICA 
RULED BY CORPORATIONS? 

No? Then donate! Rev. Edward 
Pinkney is under house arrest. His 
home is in foreclosure. He and 
others stood up to Whirlpool’s take¬ 
over of a whole town. He was attacked 
by every level of government - from 
Benton Harbor to Gov. Granholm to 
the U.S. president. All are in the 
hands of the giant corporations. 

Take a stand. Send Tax-Deductible 
donations to: BANCO 1940 Union 
St, Benton Harbor, MI 49022 or 
visit http://bhbanco.bolgspot.com. 































